Introduction
Reduviinae is the second largest subfamily in family Reduviidae comprising about 1000 extant species in approximately 140 genera from all over the world (Putshkov & Putshkov 1985; Maldonado-Capriles 1990) . Acanthaspis Amyot & Serville, 1843 is the second largest genus in Reduviinae, with about 110 valid known species, nearly 2/3 of them are distributed in the Oriental Region, and 1/3 of them in the Ethiopian (MaldonadoCapriles 1990) .
Like the vast majority of reduviids, Acanthaspis species are generalist predators, usually occurring at the ground level, mainly found in hidden habitats, such as under stones, boulders and bark of fallen trees. Little published information is available on their preys. According to our observations on some species, they can feed on members of various insect orders and other arthropods. They are natural enemies of some agricultural and forestry pests, such as A. pedestris which can prey on some pests like the cotton bollworm Helicoverpa armigera (Hübner), the spotted bollworm Earias fabia (Stoll), the locust Patanga succincta (Linnaeus) and others (Ambrose & Sahayaraj 1991) . Nymphs of some species of Acanthaspis have camouflaging behavior, disguising themselves with a cover of dusts, sands and soil particles, empty prey corpses and plant parts on their body surface, especially on the abdomen above, which is an interesting phenomenon of reduviid ethology Weirauch 2006) . Some species are specifically associated with ants and termites and exhibit camouflage behaviour (Odhiambo 1958a, b; Brandt & Mahsberg 2002) .
